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DE: 
How long did it take for KKW 
(Kota Kinabalu Wetlands) to 
achieve Ramsar Status? 
Zainie: Eight years since World Wet- 
land Day Feb 2009 when the (State) Min- 
ister of Tourism, Culture & Environment, 
Datuk Seri Masidi Manjun, during his 
speech challenged the management of 
KKW/SWCS to get KKW nominated as a 
Ramsar Site meaning listed as a wetland of 
international importance. 
DE: Why did KKW achieve Ramsar 
Status only many 
years later (begin- 
ning from the Asian 
Wetland Sympo- 
sium (AWS) in 2011? 
Zainie: Firstly, 
there was a change 
from manual to on- 
line submission. 
When we started 
Zainie the process of sub- 
mitting the documentation for the Ramsar 
listing, it was still the old format of manu- 
ally preparing the paperwork referred to 
as the R. I. S. (Ramsay Information Sheets). 
However the Ramsar Convention HQin 
Gland, Switzerland, was starting to switch 
to an online format for data compilation. 
They came up with a new online MS and we 
had to re-do the whole documentation in 
accordance to this new online format. This 
new format was not only applicable to new 
applications for Ramsar listing but also all 
the existing Ramsar Sites worldwide were 
required to migrate to this new format. 
Secondly, there were technical issues 
such as the Ramsar HQserver was not ca- 
pable of handling high volume of data 
traffic to their website - these caused fur- 
ther delay. In fact KKW staff tasked with 
uploading the data online were not able to 
get access to the HQserver even though we 
were given training at the Ministry of Nat- 
ural Resources and Environment (MNRE) 
at Putrajaya and given access password by 
Ramsar HQ. 
Thirdly, the need to attend training (by 
MNRE officers and later by Ramsar HQ IT 
officer) 
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DE: What is the criterion for getting 
such status? (3 out of g criteria were 
met) 
Zainie: Criterion 2 states that wetlands 
should be considered internationally im- 
portant if it supports vulnerable, endan- 
gered, or critically endangered species or 
threatened ecological communities. 
Criterion 3 states that wetlands should 
be considered internationally important if 
it supports populations of plant and/or 
animal species important for maintaining 
the biological diversity of a particular bio- 
geographic region; and 
Criterion 8 which states that a wetland 
should be considered internationally im- 
portant if it is an important source of food 
for fishes, spawning ground, nursery 
and/or migration path on which fish 
stocks, either within the wetland or else- 
where, depend. 
DE: How much in funding does KKW 
get from the State Government and will 
the Ramsar status be grounds tö seek 
more? Will you also seek fund from the 
Federal Ministry concerned since it has 
international status now? 
Zainie: As announced by Minister of 
Natural Resources & Environment 
Malaysia during WWD 2016, the prepara- 
tion to be a Ramsar site (involved): 
" State Government (MTCE): 
RM500,000 for installing perimeter fenc- 
ing (already completed) 
" Federal Ministry (MNRE): RM750,000 
for infrastructure development; parking lot, 
entrance gate and signage (still pending). 
" We received a grant of RM1oo, ooo 
earlier from the Federal Ministry (NRE) for 
the preparation of the Management Plan 
for KKW through the Sabah Biodiversity 
Centre. 
As for future funds, as one of the wet- 
lands of international importance we 
hope to get grants for Research & Devel- 
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FOLLOWING is the final of 
a nine-part series on Kota 
Kinabalu Wetlands being 
accorded Ramsar status, 
the second in Sabah after 
Kinabatangan in 2008 - 
the equivalent of World 
Heritage Site for wetlands. 
Sabah Wetlands Conservation 
Society (SWCS) President, 
Datuk Haji Zainie 
Abdul Aucasa fields 
questions from Special 
Writer Mary Chin and 
Chief Editor James Sarda. 
The Observation Tower 
(Bird Watching). 
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FLASHBACK to September 21,2017: Minister of Tourism, Culture and 
Environment, Datuk Masidi Manjun (2nd right) represented Chief Minister 
Tan Sri Musa Aman in officially launching the Kota Kinabalu Wetland Ramsar 
site. With him after unveiling the'plaque are from left: Founder President of the 
Sabah Wetlands Conservation Society (SWCS), Tengku Zainal Adlin, 
current President of SWCS, Datuk Hj Zainie Abdul Aucasa and 
Deputy President of SWCS, Dr Hj Rahimatsah Amat. 
opment (R&D) and other scientific re- 
searches on wetland ecosystem as well as 
to continue our Public Awareness and 
Environmental Education programmes, 
in particular those involving school- 
children. 
DE: Other than Japan, the KKW is said 
to be the only other place in the world 
where its location is in the city area. Is 
this true? 
Zainie: Kota Kinabalu Wetland is the 
2nd urban wetlands (mangrove type) Ram- 
sar Site in the world after Yatsu Higata 
Ramsar Site, Chiba, Japan. Official Date of 
Designation as a Ramsar Site for KKW was 
on December 22,2016 
DE: Who are your strongest support- 
ers in wetlands conservation? 
Zainie: Federal Government through 
the Ministry of NRE and State Government. 
The relevant agencies (in particular the 
Natural Resources Office, the MTCE and 
the Sabah Wildlife Dept): 
" Ramsar Secretariat 
In the case of plant, we have a joint col- 
laboration with Sabah Parks in trying to 
propagate in our nursery the mangrove 
species known by its local name as Berus 
Mata Buaya (its scientific name is Brugeira 
hainesii) which is listed as critically-en- 
dangered under the IUCN Red List. 
As for animals, we do get the occa- 
sional birds, monitor lizards and turtles 
from the public. 
DE: Who are your main researchers? 
Is it attracting local and foreign re- 
searchers? 
Zainie: Our main researchers are nor- 
mally from UMS and other local 
IPTAIIPTS. Some of the foreign researchers 
(to name a few) have been Masahiro Ka- 
mada, Graduate School of Global Environ- 
mental Studies, Kyoto University, Japan, 
Joanne Chin, Graduate School of Architec- 
ture & Design, Tasmania, Australia, UTAS 
and Almut Siewert, University in Ham- 
burg, Germany 
DE: How big is the area, has it shrunk 
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" Other environmental NGOs & Civil 
Society Organisations like the Rotary Club. 
" Members of the public - concerned 
individuals 
DE: Who are the main contributors to 
the wetlands in terms of funding or do- 
nating a particular plant animal 
species? 
Zainie: In terms of funding: the above 
mentioned government ministries and 
dept/agencies. 
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since its inception and why? There are 
claims that a certain portion had to be ex- 
cised for condo development. Is this true? 
Zainie: It spans 24 hectares. No, the 
area has not shrunk since it was gazetted 
initially under the Land Ordinance 1930 as 
"Land reserved for public purposes namely 
as a bird sanctuary" and later under the 
Cultural Heritage (Conservation) Enact- 
ment 1997 as a Conservation site. 
There is no truth to the claim that a cer- 
tain portion had to be excised out for 
condo development. The condo develop- 
ment was planned on private titled-land 
by the landowner which is a company 
based in Klang, Selangor, as the project 
proponent. It is located outside the 
boundary of KKW but is in close proximity 
(within loo meters) to KKW. However, the 
proposed development appears to be held 
in abeyance as the Approval to its original 
Environmental Impact Assessment had 
lapsed subsequent to the Court Case taken 
by SWCS for a Judicial Review against the 
granting of Approval of the EIA. This case 
went up to the Court of Appeal where 
SWCS was successful in getting the Judicial 
Review. (Ref: Court of Appeal (Civil Appeal 
No. 2-ol(1M)-4o7-122013: Zainie Abdul 
Aucasa, Hj v Yabi Yangkat Director Sabah 
Environment Protection Department) 
[2013] AMEJ 0422; [2014] 4CLJ 568, HC 
. DE: How many condo projects have 
sprouted in adjacent areas since the 
gazetting of the wetlands? 
Zainie: Bayshores Condo and Manikar 
Townhouses Development are the closest 
to KKW but they do not cause any direct 
threat to the ecosystem at KKW. 
DE: Condo projects have everything 
to gain by being beside the wetlands as 
residents have a good view of the natu- 
ral scenery and birds, but how do these 
condos impact the wetlands? (Examples, 
traffic flow, noise pollution, etc) 
Zainie: Pollution in terms of garbage 
especially during construction stage more 
condos will mean more people living near 
the wetlands. Improper garbage disposal 
can runoff into river, gets carried by tide 
and get trapped in between the mangrove 
trees roots. 
Sedimentation (more soil is put into 
the river) increase and causes increase in 
turbidity (water appears more brown 
and not clear). Earthwork during con- 
struction for condo projects will cause 
soil to be washed up into the wetland. In- 
crease in turbidity affects the role of 
mangrove as a nursery and breeding 
ground for fish and invertebrates. More 
turbid, lesser light penetrance thus lesser 
productivity of primary producer (plank- 
tons) in the water. These planktons are 
major food source for fish. 
The level of Dissolved Oxygen in the 
water will be affected; hence will reduce 
the number of organism that can survive 
there. Noise during construction and later 
by residents will definitely affect the birds 
especially those with nestlings. 
DE: Are there any more condo pro- 
posals to be approved within the wet- 
lands vicinity to the best of your 
knowledge? 
Zainie: We are not privy to information 
on any new condo proposal that maybe 
submitted to the DBKK Planning Depart- 
ment except for the Laser Plus Condo 
which was the subject of our Court Case as 
mentioned earlier. However we are hope- 
ful that DBKK will get the Draft Local Plan 
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Tourists 
from the 
Netherlands 
at the KK 
Wetlands 
Centre. 
Second right 
is Lyne 
Germain who 
learned 
-- --- about the 
wetlands 
from a SWCS 
brochure on 
display at the 
hotel where 
they were 
staying. 
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for Kota Kinabalu gazetted soonest in 
order to enforce the provisions it has for 
the Signal Hill area in the vicinity of KKW 
where it is zoned for Residential 
Special/Ridge Conservation - this area is 
designated for individual dwellings of not 
more than two storey high and not more 
than io such dwellings per hectare. 
DE: How many wetlands species in 
flora and fauna have been discovered 
so far? 
No. of species No. of genus No. of fam- 
ily 
. Flora 32 24 19 
Fauna: 
Birds 97 74 39 
Reptiles 665 
Fish 21 20 19 
Crustacean 1g 17 g 
Molluscs 13 13 g 
Chelicerates 222 
Insect 44 39 14 
Cnidaria 111 
DE: How many workers are there at- 
tending to the wetlands maintenance 
now? Are they locals or foreigners? 
Zainie: Currently it is operating with a 
minimum of six staff, all locals. They are 
required to multi-task such as publicity, 
technician, security guard, maintenance, 
administrative, account, conservation and 
environmental activities, daily cleaning, 
CSR and funding, etc. 
Sometimes students from local univer- 
sities will apply for internship pro- 
gramme. For the past eight years, SWCS 
received Japan Overseas Cooperation Vol- 
unteers (JOCV) from Japan International 
Corporation Agency. 
DE: Are they salaried and is the job 
privatised? (If so, what is the amount for 
upkeep yearly? ) 
Zainie: The Society pay the salary for 
the six staff. Annual amount for the up- 
keep and other operating expenses is ap- 
proximately RM350,000 yearly. 
DE: What are the legal provisions in 
place for those charged and convicted 
for encroaching into the area? Has any- 
one been charged so far? 
Zainie: Any encroachment will be sub- 
jected to the provision of the penal codes 
for trespassing. If anyone is caught catch- 
ing, trapping or in possession of birds or 
other species of flora or fauna protected 
under the Sabah Wildlife Ordinance, they 
can be charged under its provisions. So far 
no one has been charged. 
DE: What are the other Ramsar sites 
in the region and is there networking 
among them? 
Zainie: The Convention on Wetlands,. 
called the Ramsar Convention, is an inter- 
governmental treaty that provides the 
framework for national action and inter- 
national cooperation for the conservation 
and wise use of wetlands and their re- 
sources. 
Number of Contracting Parties: l6g 
Number of Ramsar Sites: 2,290 
Total surface of designated sites: 
220,453,845ha More info at 
http: //www. ramsar. org/ Ramsar Sites in 
Malaysia: 
i. Tasek Bera in Pahang 
ii. Tanjung Piai in Johor 
iii. Pulau Kukup in Johor 
iv. Sungei Pulai in Johor 
V. Kuching Wetland in Sarawak 
vi. Lower Kinabatangan/Segama Wet- 
lands in Sabah 
vii. Kota Kinabalu Wetlands in Sabah 
